of utilizing the strength of the timber, it docs save room within i la-trench and makes it possible to construct the trench slightly narrower than if the rangers were turned so that the long side would be horizontal. Moreover, this method gives greater bearing area for the bract's, and, as shown in the next chapter, this transverse crushing .strength may control the section.
It is generally desirable to use two braces at the contiguous ends of two sets of rangers, so that each set may act independently of the other and a settlement of one section of bracing will not affect tins adjacent set. Center braces should generally be of the same size as the rangers. Knd braces should bo of the same depth as the rangers but may generally bo somewhat narrower, because the loads put upon thorn arc; smaller Ihan those put upon the center braces.
All braces should bo securely clcatcd to the adjacent rangers so (hat they will not fall to the bottom of the trench in case the banks yield and they become loosened.